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Committee terms of reference 
1992:72 

Scientific committee charged with the task of 
investigating questions concerning nuclear waste 
and the decommissioning and dismantling of nuclear 
facilities etc. 

Decision at Government meeting of 27 May 1992.  
 
Conducted by the head of the Ministry of the Environment and 
Natural Resources, Minister Johansson. 

My proposal 

I propose that a special scientific committee be appointed charged 
with the task of investigating questions concerning nuclear waste 
and the decommissioning and dismantling of nuclear facilities and of 
giving advice in these matters to the Government and certain public 
authorities. 

Background 

In Gov. Bill 1991/92:99 regarding certain appropriation matters for 
the budget year 1992/93 and changes in the national organization in 
the nuclear waste field, the Government proposed that the National 
Board for Spent Nuclear Fuel be abolished as a separate agency and 
that its activities be transferred to the Swedish Nuclear Power In-
spectorate. The Bill proposed that the scientific council – KASAM 
– tied to the National Board for Spent Nuclear Fuel be given a more 
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independent position and be tied directly to the Ministry of the 
Environment and Natural Resources as a commission instead of 
being administratively tied to an authority. 

The Government (1991/92:NU22, rskr. 226) has decided in favour 
of the Government’s proposal for a changed national organization in 
the nuclear waste field. 

Thus, a special scientific committee charged with the task of 
investigating questions concerning nuclear waste and the decom-
missioning and dismantling of nuclear facilities and of giving advice 
in these matters to the Government and certain public authorities 
should be appointed. 

Task 

The committee should 

• every three years, starting in 1992, submit by not later than 1 June 
a special report describing its independent assessment of the state 
of the art in the nuclear waste field. 

• not later than nine months after the point in time specified in 
Section 25 of the Ordinance (1984:14) on Nuclear Activities, sub-
mit a report describing its independent assessment of the pro-
gramme for the comprehensive research and development work 
and other measures which the holder of a license to own or operate 
a nuclear reactor shall prepare or have prepared according to Sec-
tion 12 of the Act (1984:3) of the Act on Nuclear Activities. 

The committee should also offer advice in matters relating to nuclear 
waste to the Swedish Nuclear Power Inspectorate and the Swedish 
Radiation Protection Authority when requested to do so. 

Whenever necessary and economically feasible, the committee 
should undertake foreign travel to study facilities and activity in the 
nuclear waste field and arrange seminars on general topics in nuclear 
waste management. 

The committee should comply with the Government’s instruct-
tions to state committees and special investigators as regards the 
thrust of its proposals (Dir. 1984:5) and the EU aspects of the inves-
tigations (Dir. 1988:43). 
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The committee should consist of a chairman and at most ten 
other members. It should also be allowed to engage outsiders for 
special assignment whenever necessary and economically feasible. 

Chairman, members, experts, consultants, secretary and other as-
sistants should be appointed for a defined term. 

The committee’s task shall be regarded as completed when the 
Government has made a decision on the license application for a 
final repository for spent nuclear fuel and high-level nuclear waste 
in Sweden. 

Petition 

With reference to the above, I petition that the Government authorize 
the head of the Ministry of the Environment and Natural Resources  

• to appoint a special scientific committee – subject to the 
Committee Ordinance (1976:119) – with not more than eleven 
members charged with the task of investigating questions concer-
ning nuclear waste and the decommissioning and dismantling of 
nuclear facilities and of giving advice in these matters to the 
Government and certain public authorities, 

• to appoint chairman, members, experts, consultants, secretary 
and other assistants. 

I further petition that the Government order that the costs be 
charged to appropriations under the fourteenth title “Commissions 
etc.”. 

Decision 

The Government concurs with the rapporteur’s suggestions and 
approves his petition. 
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